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ISMAIL BESIKCI FOUNDATION
MEDIA SURVEY ON ACADEMIC RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
2020

he Report of the Media Survey on the Academic Rights Viola-

tions (hereafter, “the IBF Report”) constitutes content analysis

on the news stories regarding violations of academic rights
in the local as well as the national media. It is based on 500 news
stories related directly to the violations of academic rights. The
violations of these academic rights are classified under different
headings on the basis of the areas in which they occurred based
on the survey results.

Within the two years of the state of emergency period from 2016
to 2018, as a consequence of the decree-laws (KHK) issued, the
administrative and academic autonomy of universities has been
encroached beyond even the limits drawn in the 1982 Constitu-
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tion. Many of the statements and actions that should be considered a freedom
of expression have now become to be judged as a “crime” and academics have
been punished for using these fundamental rights. The state of emergency was
legally abrogated in 2018, in practice, however, its effect still continues with yet
new legal orders. In order to demonstrate the existing continuities, firstly some
brief information will be given about the new regulations imposed on universi-
ties through the state of emergency decree-laws.

After the introduction, the first part of the IBF Report deals with the continu-
ing violations caused by the state of emergency decree-laws. Two changes made
in 2020 in the regulation of permanent staff recruitment and disciplinary pro-
cedures paved the way to these violations. In the state of emergency period, it
was promulgated that the university rectors would be appointed directly by the
President of the Republic, without passing through elections. In 2020, those ap-
pointed rectors have become the only authority in determining the recruitment
of academic staff, without any consultation with the board of departments or
faculties and the senate. As a result of this regulation, academic position an-
nouncements and recruitments have been customized - some of which were
annulled by court decisions —but most of the academic rights were abused. The
modifications brought to disciplinary regulation — just as the state of emergen-
cy decree-laws — authorize the heads of disciplinary boards to be able to fire
academicians, without any trial when accused of expressing their convictions
or because of their allegedly “improper” actions. Within the framework of such
provisions, many university administrators and faculty staff do not feel any re-
sponsibility neither to society nor to the academic community, rather they act
in accordance with the will of the powers who appointed them (i.e. President Er-
dogan) It is they who have executed these arbitrary applications. In this context,
corruption and loss of academic quality have become almost the norm.

At the beginning of 2020, a civic foundation university in Istanbul, called Sehir
Universitesi, was closed down. This closure was covered in the media to some
extent. The IBF Report included the academic rights violation involved in this
event.

Another two subjects regarding significant academic rights violations that
were covered intensively by the media were the serious violations in 2020 caused
by the ways in which the COVID-19 pandemic was being managed as well as
those caused by denigrating, discriminating and sexist approaches towards ac-
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ademics and university students. In each section of the Report, after giving brief
information about the administrative and legal provisions in relation to a given
violation dealt with in that section, the news stories will be analyzed specifying
the place in which that violation occurred and its content. The headline of the
news stories and their links will be given in the footnotes.

In considering any administrative or legal act as academic rights violations,
the IBF Report takes as its basis the principles and recommendations stated
in UNESCO’s 1997 “Recommendation concerning the Status of Higher-Educa-
tion Teaching Personnel” as well as the principles stated by the 10™ article of
European Human Rights Convention which define freedom of expression.

THE STATE OF EMERGENCY DECREE-LAWS AND UNIVERSITIES

Directly after the suppression of the 15 July 2016 coup d’état attempt, the 667
Decree-Law was promulgated.’ The provisions contained in this decree-law con-
stitute the framework of academic rights violations in the present day. The 1982
Constitution of the Republic of Turkey indicates the situations that require the
declaration of a state of emergency. The 15" article of the Constitution, however,
clearly explains what cannot be done even “in times of war, mobilization, martial
law, or state of emergency” as follows: “The individual’s right to life, and the
integrity of his material and spiritual entity shall be inviolable; no one may be
compelled to reveal his religion, conscience, thought or opinion, nor be accused
on account of them; offenses and penalties may not be made retroactive, nor
may anyone be held guilty until so proven by a court judgment.”

According to jurists, considered within the limits drawn by the Constitution,
the 667 Decree-Law cannot be regarded as constitutional, since it does not de-
fine any fundamental rights and freedoms that cannot be violated even in the
state of emergency situations.? The 3" and 4" articles of this decree-law establish
that any civil servant considered affiliated or related to terrorist organizations
can be fired without any process of trial.* This means that the presumption of
innocence that the Constitution considers as one of inviolable rights is no lon-

1 Olaganistii Hal Kapsaminda Alinan Tedbirlere iliskin Kanun Hiikmiinde Kararname, RG 23.10.2016, no.
29779.

2 See TiHV, Universitenin Olaganiistii Hali [University’s State of Emergency], p. 89
3 Ibid. p.90.

4 |bid. p.90. With the 667 Decree-law, 15 foundation universities were closed down. And in one paragraph, it states
that “The stuff bound by the Higher Education Teaching Personnel Law can be removed from office through the deci-
sion of the Higher Education Council based on the proposition of the Head of the Higher Education Council.” This in
turn paves the way to academic expulsions, see https:/www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2016/07/20160723-8.htm
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ger applicable.” The government, using the jurisdiction regarding the state of
emergency that the Constitution entitles them, oversteps the limitations set by
the Constitution and hence establishes a regime that does not have any Con-
stitutional ground and definition.® In addition to that, the Constitutional Court
annulled its 10 January 1991 jurisprudential decision by issuing a new one on 12
October 2016 and stated that “the decree-laws issued during the state of emer-
gency period cannot in any case be subjected to judicial inspection.””

DIRECT ALLOCATION OF RECTORS

On the 20th of October 2016, for the first time in the history of Turkey, the
President himself Recep Tayyip Erdogan officially opened the academic year and
declared that university rectors should be appointed, rather than being elected,
to their office, from now on®. Ten days afterwards, through the 676 Decree-Law,’
the President’s authority to assign the rectors of state universities became legal.*
Thus the government reverted back to the decision made by military council in
1981 concerning the selection of the rectors by the President."! With the 703
Decree-Law of 9 July 2018,"* the declaratory clause concerning the requirement
that the Higher Education Council (YOK) should propose candidates to the Presi-
dent and that those candidates should have the title of professorship at least for
three years was annulled, and it is simply stated that “The President appoints the
rectors of state and foundation universities.” The same decree also gives the only
authority to the President to appoint the 21 members and head of the YOK.'* Be-
tween 2016 and 2018, through 35 decree-laws, 15 foundation universities were
closed down and 6081 higher education teaching personnel from 122 different

universities were dismissed.

5 TiHV, Universitenin Olaganiistii Hali, p. 90.

6 Ibid.

7 Ibid. p.93-94.

8 https://www.milliyet.com.tr/gundem/universite-ozerkligi-tartismalari-alevlendi-2330326

9 Olaganustiu Hal Kapsaminda Bazi Diizenlemeler Yapilmasi Hakkinda Kanun Hikmiinde Kararname, RG
29.10.2016, no. 29872.

10 Cumhurbaskani dogrudan rektor atayabilecek, https:/www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/cumhurbaska-
ni-dogrudan-rektor-atayabilecek-40263024

11 https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/cumhurbaskani-dogrudan-rektor-atayabilecek-40263024

12 Anayasada Yapilan Dedisikliklere Uyum Saglanmasi Amaciyla Bazi Kanun ve Kanun Hikmiinde Kararna-
melerde Dedisiklik Yapilmasi Hakkinda Kanun Hiikmiinde Kararname, RG 9.07.2018, no. 30473, 3. Miker-
rer.

13 Bilim Akademisi: Universitelerdeki Kisitlamalar Tim Hiziyla Devam Ediyor, https://www.sozcu.com.
tr/2020/egitim/bilim-akademisi-universitelerdeki-kisitlamalar-tum-hiziyla-devam-ediyor-6118339/
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THE VIOLATIONS COVERED IN THE MEDIA IN 2020

CONTINUING VIOLATIONS TOWARDS ACADEMICIANS DISMISSED BY DECREE-LAWS

The State of Emergency Commission established for adjudicat-
ing the dismissals have not yet thoroughly completed all the ap-
plications even four years passed after its constitution; and the
majority of the applications completed are unfavorable for the ac-
ademicians." These inspections that should be effectuated imme-
diately, considering the seriousness of the loss of rights, rather
takes an indeterminate time, a process which causes new viola-
tions.” Because “the Commission that has turned into a tool of

punishment” — putting it in the words of the academicians them-

14 Olaganiistii Hal lislemleri inceleme Komisyonu Kararlari Hakkinda Duyuru
(31.12.2020) https://ohalkomisyonu.tccb.gov.tr/ ; on 31/12/2020, the number applica-
tions made to the Commission is 126.630. The Commission started to decision making
process on 22 December 2017 and on 31 December 2020, the number of adjudicating
decisions is 112.310 (13.170 favorable and 99.140 unfavorable). The number of applica-
tions still in the process of inspection is 14.320.

15 CHP’li Kaya: OHAL Komisyonu bazi dosyalarin incelenmesini bekletiyor, https:/
www.yurtgazetesi.com.tr/guncel/chpli-kaya-ohal-komisyonu-bazi-dosyalarin-incele-
mesini-bekletiyor-h155904.html; OHAL Komisyonu frene basti, http:/gold.ajanspress.
com.tr/extih/481833060/4/8CE18446-F88D-EA11-BA55-001A6465F174
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selves — constantly postpones the inspection of certain files, the academicians
could not claim their rights through legal channels.!®

The dismissed academicians have lost not only their academic rights - due to
the legal orderings summarized briefly above — but also some of their basic cit-
izenship rights. Some of them having had a cardiac arrest, stroke or a cerebral
hemorrhage —due to the stress and deterioration of working conditions even
lost their lives."” Some of these died due to not being able to afford necessary
treatment either because their debit cards were cancelled' or because it was
interdicted for them to go abroad getting better treatment.”

Here are the Main Academic Rights Violations:

 In 2019, the Constitutional Court decided that the freedom of
expression of Ziibeyde Fiisun Ustel and nine other “Academicians
for Peace” was indeed violated when they were convicted for
making propaganda of a terrorist organization just because they
signed the manifesto of “We will not be Complicit to This Crime.”
And the full decision of the court was published in the Official Ga-
zette (Resmi Gazete, RG) on 19 September 2019.?° Due to the fact
that the State of Emergency Commission defers to conclude the
applications, 406 peace signatory academicians who were acquit-
ted through the Constitutional Court’s decision are still waiting to
go back to their jobs.” Most of the university rectors** and acade-

micians®® who have become the appointed officials of the govern-

16 OHAL Komisyonu'nun gorev slresi doluyor: Lagvedilmeli, http:/gold.ajanspress.com.tr/ex-
tih/490694779/4/8CE18446-F88D-EA11-BA55-001A6465F174

17 Abdulhadi Erdal Ozdeniz hayatini kaybetti, https:/tr.pinterest.com/pin/832603049850676641/

18 KHK’li akademisyen hayatini kaybetti, https:/boldmedya.com/2020/05/08/khkli-akademisyen-hayati-
ni-kaybetti

19 KHK’lI akademisyen Haluk Savas hayatini kaybetti, https:/dokuz8haber.net/gundem/insanhaklari/khk-
li-akademisyen-haluk-savas-hayatini-kaybetti/

20ResmiGazete:AnayasaMahkemesiKarari, https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2019/09/20190919-14.
pdf

21AYM su¢ yok dedi ama cezalandirma siiriiyor, http:/www.yeniyasamgazetesi2.com/aym-suc-yok-dedi-a-
ma-cezalandirma-suruyor/

22 Universitelerden AYM'nin “hak ihlali” kararina tepki, https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/universiteler-
den-aymnin-hak-ihlali-kararina-tepki-41292020

231071 akademisyenden, Anayasa Mahkemesi kararina karsi ortak bildiri, https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gun-
dem/1071-akademisyenden-anayasa-mahkemesi-kararina-karsi-ortak-bildiri-41287973




~UEM

OHAL Komisyonu'nun gorev siiresi doluyor: Lagvedilmeli

Kamudan ihrag edilen 100 binin tizerindeki kisinin mahkemeye gitmeden
once itirazlarini degerlendirmek icin kurulan OHAL inceleme Komisyonu
gecen 3 yila karsin tim basvurulan sonuglandirmadi. Gorev siiresi 23
Ocak 2021'de dolacak olan ve ek stire verilip verilmeyecegi bilinmeyen
komisyonda karar bekleyen ¢ok sayida kisi cezalandirma araci haline
geldigini belirterek, kararlariyla birlikte lagvedilmesini istiyor.

16 Aralik Carsamba 2020 Saat: 07:39

@ OZEL HABER

ment reacted against the Constitutional Court’s decision of “vio-
lation of right” and published counter manifestos. Such reactions
can give an idea about the situation in which those acquitted aca-
demicians would find themselves even if they could return to their

jobs through court’s decision.

I Some of the “Peace Academicians” that were released after
the Constitutional Court’s decision filed indemnity lawsuits on the
grounds that they were “deprived of their freedoms since they
were arrested unjustly and arbitrarily.” Initially the academician
Meral Camct’s case was concluded and the court decided that Mrs.
Camci should be paid a total of 1723 Turkish Lira moral indemnity
(75 TL for each day of her detention), but denied her all claims for
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material damages.*!

[ Some of the academicians were dismissed from their posi-
tions because they had signed the “We will not be Complicit to
This Crime” and had to go abroad in order to be able to work in
their profession and begin their lives afresh. A report on all the
human rights violations that those academicians were subjected
to was published in 2020.* According to this report, all the claims
of those academicians for the procedures to which the citizens of
Turkish Republic are entitled and are effectuated through embas-
sies were denied to them on unfounded reasons. Thus the gener-
al principles that the Constitution defines as citizenship statutes
were violated. This report includes fundamental rights violations
such as non-recognition of the petitions filed; the obstruction of
access to the electronic services of the State; putting restrictions
on passports; impeding the use of the right to defend oneself as
well as that of participating to the elections; violations regarding
to spouse and children; bad treatments at the embassies; transna-
tional stigmatizing, criminalizing and targeting initiatives while
they look for an academic post or working as academic personnel

abroad.?®

[V Peace signatory Tuna Altinel, a faculty member of a universi-
ty in France, filed a petition for the removal of the restrictions on
his passport. However, even though he was acquitted from all the
accusations by court decision, his petition was repeatedly reject-
ed. Altinel said that “because I couldn’t obtain my passport for 600
days, I couldn’t go back to the country where I work.”*’

24 Barig Akademisyenleri yargilamalari: Devlet Camci’ya tutuklu kaldigi her giin icin 75 TL 6deyecek, https:/
bianet.org/bianet/ifade-ozgurlugu/233948-devlet-camci-ya-tutuklu-kaldigi-her-gun-icin-75-tl-odeyecek

25 Tiirkiye insan Haklari Vakfi Baris icin Akademisyenlerin ugradigi hak ihlallerini raporlastirdi, https:/www.
demokrathaber.org/guncel/turkiye-insan-haklari-vakfi-baris-icin-akademisyenler-in-h136981.html

26 Baris Akademisyenleri’nin e-devlete ulasmasi engellendi”, https://aptalist.com/news/173729/baris-aka-
demisyenleri-nin-e-devlete-ulasmasi-engellendi

27 Fransa’da 6gretim Uyesi olan Altinel, beraat karari kesinlesmesine ragmen 600 giindiir pasaportuna ula-
samiyor!, https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/fransada-ogretim-uyesi-olan-altinel-beraat-karari-kesin-
lesmesine-ragmen-600-gundur-pasaportuna-ulasamiyor-1798893
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THE STATE OF EMERGENCY COMMISSION’S TERM OF OFFICE WAS PROLONGED FOR ONE YEAR LONGER
IN DECEMBER 2020

Rights Violations Caused by the Changes Made in the Disciplinary Regulations

A bill containing detailed modifications on the evaluation of working condi-
tions and academic production of university teaching personnel was published
in the Official Gazette on 17 April 2020.* In the 7" article of this bill, there are
certain wordings that give a large margin of interpretation to supervisors such
as: “Taking actions that can be qualified as terroristic or support of such actions,
using or having others use public means and resources for terrorist organizations;
having immoral and indecent attitudes and behaviors that are against the
responsibility of assiduity that they carry by their titles as academicians.” These
changes were made without taking the opinion of any academic institution and
without conducting a public referendum.

One can remark reading these news stories that first decree-laws and the
above mentioned changes have deeply affected the academicians and thus in-
hibited them from conducting freely their work and from expressing their opin-
ions. The auto-censure that the academicians have had to impose on themselves
because they are afraid of being deprived of all academic and civil rights includ-
ed choosing research subjects and sharing their research data which should be
considered as a fundamental academic right of freedom of thought. Several re-
ports covered by the media demonstrate the psychological conditions in which
academicians work. Here are the rights violations caused by expressing or not

being able to express thoughts that had a wide coverage in the media:

M In the above mentioned reports, academicians articulate that
they do not feel safe in Turkey and that they feel the obligation to
censure themselves both in class environments and in some aca-
demic activities such as publications or conferences. They feel to

keep away from some “sensitive subjects” such as Kurdish prob-

28 Yiksekogretim Kanunu ile Bazi Kanunlarda Degisiklik Yapilmasina Dair Kanun https:/www.resmigazete.
gov.tr/eskiler/2020/04/20200417-1.htm
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lem, Armenian genocide, the LGBTQ’s civil rights.?” They are con-
cerned that the freedom of expression has been restricted in every
field.”® The Kurdish studies continue to be an area where the cen-

sure and auto-censure is most intensively experienced.*!

[ The academicians who work on the Kurdish problem or gen-
der issues were forced to change their subjects on the grounds of
national security or simply because the supervisors did not like
such subjects. The dissertation of a PhD student in a state univer-
sity in Istanbul was not accepted because, allegedly, the title of
the dissertation — State Violence, Militarism and Masculinities in
Turkey’s Cinema — and its content were not compatible. When the
said student changed the title as The Cinematographic Representa-
tions of Military, Militarism and Gender in Turkey, the dissertation
was accepted but the student was dispelled from the university
without citing any reasons. The academician Iinan Ozdemir Tastan
describes the situation in which they find themselves during their
researches as follows: “Even when you work on an ethnic problem
in the other parts of the world, it becomes dangerous because it

might be reminiscent of the issues in Turkey.”**

V1 As we learn from the media, at Dicle Universitesi it is de facto
unacceptable to write dissertations in Kurdish language, although
there is not any legal order against it. The said university author-
ities tried to explain de facto situation by declaring that since the

opening of the Department of Kurdish Language and Literature as

29 Rapor: ‘Tirkiye'de akademik 6zgurluk ciddi zarar gordi; kampuslerde korku ve otosansir yayildi, https:/
tr.euronews.com/2020/11/18/rapor-turkiye-de-akademik-ozgurluk-ciddi-zarar-gordu-kampuslerde-kor-
ku-ve-otosansur-yay-Id; ihrac edilen akademisyenlerin yiizde 97’si kendisini Tiirkiye’de giivende hissetmiyor,
https://kronos34.news/tr/ihrac-edilen-akademisyenlerin-yuzde-97si-kendisini-turkiyede-guvende-hisset-
miyor/

30 Bilim Akademisi: Universitelerdeki Kisitlamalar Tim Hiziyla Devam Ediyor, https:/www.sozcu.com.
tr/2020/egitim/bilim-akademisi-universitelerdeki-kisitlamalar-tum-hiziyla-devam-ediyor-6118339/

31 Akademide Kiirt ¢alismalari hala baski ve sansir kiskacinda, https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/akademi-
de-kurt-calismalari-hala-baski-ve-sansur-kiskacinda-haber-1509347

32 Turkiye'de akademik ozglrlik: "Tabu konularda arastirma engellenebiliyor”, https://ulusal24.
com/2020/10/05/turkiye-de-akademik-ozgurluk-"tabu-konularda-arastirma-engellenebiliyor”-turki-

ye-u24/
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YONETMELIK

Yiksekogretim Kurulu Baskanhgindan:

DEVLET YUKSEKOGRETIM KURUMLARINDA OGRETIM ELEMANI NORM
KADROLARININ BELIRLENMESINE VE KULLANILMASINA
iLISKIN YONETMELIKTE DEGISIKLIK YAPILMASINA
DAIR YONETMELIK

\

MADDE 1 - 2/11/2018 tarihli ve 30583 sayili Resmi Gazete’'de yayimlanan Devlet Yiks. }‘
larinda Ogretim Eleman Norm Kadrolarinin Belirlenmesine ve Kullanilmasina fliskin Yonetmeligin

inin birinci fikrasinin (a) bendindeki “egitim ve Ogretime baglamak™ ibaresi “egitim-ogretime baglar

debilmek” seklinde degistirilmistir.

MADDE 2 - Ayni Yonetmeligin 4 inci maddesinin ikinci fikrasimin son cumlesi ile besinci ve

1 asagidaki sekilde; ugunci fikrasindaki “ve/veya bolim kurulunun uygun”, “doktora™ ibareleri siras

Kurulunun™, “doktera ve dengi” seklinde; yedinci fikrasindaki “akademik kurullann uygun gorisu
site  senatosu”™ ibaresi “birim yonetim Kurulunun goriisii lzerine universite yonetim kurulu”
rilmis ve dordunci ve altncl fikralarnindaki “uygun™ ibareleri ile yedinci fikrasimin son climles
iden ¢ikariimistir,
kra kapsaminda asgari kadro sayist disindaki norm kadrolar, ilgili anabilim/anasanat dali ve bolum k-
| alinarak ilgili meslek yiksekokulu, konservatuvar, yiksekokul, fakilte ve enstiti yonetim kurulu °
r.”
“(3) Anabilim/anasanat dal: ve programa dgrenci alan onlisans ve lisans programlan ile bunyesinc '

olmamakla birlikte servis dersi veren birimler i¢in ogretim elemani norm kadro sayisi, anabilim"anasar\.
dam Kurulunun goérigi alinmak sartiyla ilgili birim yonetim Kurulu kararnyla asgari kadro sayisimn 1
belirlenebilir.”

“(8) Yiksckogretim kurumlar, bu maddenin ikinci, dordunci ve beginci fikralan ¢ergevesinde
xadro planlamalarindan bir sonraki yil ilan edilmesi planlanan kadrolan dniversite yonetim Kurw.

“er yil Aralik ay: iginde Yiiksekogretim Kuruluna génderir ve kendi internet sitesinde yayimlar.”

\'! {ADDE 3 - Aynm1 Yonetmeligin 5 inci maddesinin ikinci, tG¢linci ve altnc: fikralan asagidaki

:i Qistir.

,it (2) Asgari kadrolar ile Yiksekogretim Kurulu tarafindan uygun goriilen norm di: kadrelann kullanir
dan gergeklestirilin. Ogrencisi bulunan birimlerin asgari kadrolannda bogalma olmasi halinde asg: |
1 temin igin uygun kadroya ilk ilanda yer verilir.”

".\“(3) Asgari kadro sayvist disindaki norm kadrolar, ilgili meslek yiksekokulu, konservatuvar, yu

|~ enstitil yonetim Kurulunun gonigu tzerine dniversite yonetim kurulu karanyla kullamlabilir.™

. 1) Cumhurbagkan!t karartyla her yil ilgili yuksekdgretim kurumu i¢in belirlenen atama izin

fagihim, ilgili birim ydnetim Kurulunun gerekg¢eli teklifi uzerine dniversite yonetim Kurulu
(I

\DDE 4 - Bu Yonetmelik yayimi tarihinde yurirlige girer.
ADDE 5 - Bu Yonetmelik hikimlerini Yiksckigretim Kurulu Bagkam yuriir.
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well as the Program of Kurdish Language and Culture, the official
language of education had always been Turkish.?> When the Min-
ister of Education, Ziya Selcuk, was asked to explain the “interdic-
tion of Kurdish,” he does not mention the case of Dicle Universitesi
and simply answered as follows: “As of today, in the Higher Edu-
cation Council’s (YOK) theses database there are 301 Kurdish M.A.
theses and PhD dissertations. And at Van Yiiziincii Y1l Universitesi,
students can write their theses or dissertations in Kurdish without
any problem.”* It is interesting to note that the discrepancy be-
tween the explanations of the university authorities and the Min-
ister demonstrates how academic freedoms are deprived of legal

basis which would not allow arbitrary practices.

M In 2017, Bekir Tank, the faculty member of the Department of
History at Istanbul Ticaret Universitesi, was accused of “separat-
ism” because he assigned his students to do the Kurdish transla-
tion of two texts and brought to the disciplinary board. After the
investigation conducted by the rectory, his contract was annulled

and he was dismissed on 31 August 2020.*

I Academician Adem Yildirim was dismissed from office and
subjected to a judicial inquiry because he translated a Kurdish in-
terview published in the journal, Kampflatz.*®

 Cihan Erdal, a PhD student at Carleton University in Canada
and a former member of Central Decision and Policy Board of the
People’s Democratic Party (HDP-Kurdish political party), was ar-

rested during his fieldwork in Istanbul. The investigation process

33 ‘Kirtge tez yasaklandr’ iddiasinin altindaki sansir zinciri, https:/susma24.com/kurtce-tez-yasaklandi-id-
diasinin-altinda-sansur-zinciri/

34 Kurtge tez yazmak yasaklandi mi?, http://www.pervinkaplan.com/detay/kurtce-tez-yazmak-yasaklandi-
mi/14577

35 Kiirtce odev veren akademisyenin sozlesmesi sonlandirildi, https:/www.demokrathaber.org/guncel/
kurtce-odev-veren-akademisyenin-sozlesmesi-sonlandirildi-h134077.html

36 Akademisyen Yildirim, ceviri yaptigi i¢in ihra¢ edildi, http:/haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/
OTgSMDM4AMzgmMSYT1ODUwWNCYwJjE=?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174&si-
d=43836&subid=58504&bid=1125149




Nepotizm universiteleri teslim aldi: Rektorun
3 kizi, 1 damadi ve yegeni ayni universitede

Liyakatin ‘kirmizi ¢izgi’ olmasi gerektigi Universitelerde akraba kayirmaciliginin ve
kadrolasmanin geldigi seviye alarm vermeye baslad:

——— - —

Y

conducted in 7 cities resulted in detention of 82 people, including
Cihan Erdal.”’

M After two months of the promulgation of the decree-law
which allowed the Higher Education Council (YOK) to close down
foundation universities whose activities had been suspended, the
Istanbul Sehir Universitesi was closed down by the President’s de-
cree (number 2708).”® While the situation of the faculty members
remained uncertain, it was decided that the students should be
transferred to a guarantor university.” The students transferred
to Marmara University encountered many difficulties such as not
being able to pursue their studies at the departments that they
had chosen or because of the low quality of education in relat-
ed departments.” These students also incurred harassments and
discriminating attitudes in their new university by other students
as well as by academic and administrative staff because Sehir

Universitesi had been stigmatized and closed down.*!

VI Some manifestations of academicians and students concern-
ing the situation of universities and academia were considered

criminal and they were arrested.*?

372500 akademisyenden cagri: Cihan Erdal’i serbest birakin, https:/t24.com.tr/haber/2500-akademisyen-
den-cagri-cihan-erdal-i-serbest-birakin,909769; Hocalarindan Cihan Erdal cagrisi: Haksiz yere cezaevinde,
https:/www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/hocalarindan-cihan-erdal-cagrisi-haksiz-yere-cezaevinde-haber-1502223

38 Sehir University’nin Kapanmasi ve Vakif Universitelerinin Gelecegi, https://www.perspektif.online/se-
hir-universitesinin-kapanmasi-ve-vakif-universitelerinin-gelecegi

39 YOKsten istanbul Sehir University hakkinda flas karar! https://www.sabah.com.tr/egitim/2020/06/30/
yokten-istanbul-sehir-universitesi-hakkinda-flas-karar; Eski AKP milletvekili Ocaktan: Universite kapatan’
iktidar olarak kaydimizi yaptirmis olduk, bundan daha hiiziin verici bir durum olamaz, https://t24.com.tr/ha-
ber/eski-akp-milletvekili-ocaktan-universite-kapatan-iktidar-olarak-kaydimizi-yaptirmis-olduk-bundan-da-
ha-huzun-verici-bir-durum-olamaz,887861

40 Sehir University 6grencileri Euronews’e konustu, https://aptalist.com/news/117045/sehir-universitesi-
ogrencileri-euronews-e-konustu

41 Sehir University’nden Marmara’ya gegmek zorunda kalan 6grenciler dertli: Kampiste taciz var, http:/
gold.ajanspress.com.tr/extih/483632994/4/8CE18446-F88D-EA11-BAS5-001A6465F174

42 Ankara'da YOK protestosunda 30 &grenci gdzaltina alindi, http:/gold.ajanspress.com.tr/ex-
tih/485949544/4/321F25D2-DE8D-EA11-BA55-001A6465F174
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[ At Akdeniz Universitesi, participating to the activities of po-
litical parties was considered a reason to fire academicians. At the
said university, a staff member who had been dismissed on similar
reasons by the former dean was later appointed to the head of a
department. This case demonstrates the dominance of non-aca-

demic criteria in the processes of dismissal and appointments.*

I A faculty member at Dokuz Eyliil Universitesi Department of
Nautical Studies who was also a representative of the university
syndicate was sentenced to the forfeit of wages because he made

a statement regarding the need of repairs at the campus.**

¥ TOBB Economy and Technology University terminated the
contract of Dr. Burak Bilgehan Ozpek without citing any reason
or demanding his defense.* Ozpek filed a lawsuit against the uni-
versity and upon the court’s decision of “stay of execution,” he re-
turned to his office at the university on 8 December 2020.*°

[ An academician who completed his PhD in sociology at a uni-
versity in the U.S. applied to the Turkish Inter University Board in
September 2018 for equivalence. He waited for two years without
any response and finally in 2020, his application was refused.*” Ac-
cording to the decision of the Inter University Board, “some ex-
pressions in the dissertation may be considered as terrorist pro-
paganda as it is defined in the 7/2 article of the Anti-Terror Law

and some other expressions may be considered as crime as it is

43 Akdeniz Universitynde bir garip atama, http:/gold.ajanspress.com.tr/extih/486498418/4/8CE18446-
F88D-EA11-BA55-001A6465F174

44 Sendika yoneticisine demeg verdi cezasi, http://haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/OTg20TkzM-
zUmMSYTODUWNCYwJjE=?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174 &sid=43836&subi-
d=585048&bid=1125149

45 TOBB ETU, Akademisyen Dr. Burak Bilgehan Ozpek’in gérevine son verdi, https:/www.evrensel.net/
haber/398657/tobb-etu-akademisyen-dr-burak-bilgehan-ozpekin-gorevine-son-verdi

46 Dr. Burak Bilgehan Ozpek iiniversitedeki gérevine mahkeme karariyla déndii, https:/kronos34.news/tr/
akademisyen-dr-burak-bilgehan-ozpek-universitedeki-gorevine-mahkeme-karariyla-dondu/

47 Tirkiye insan Haklari Vakfi, Baris i(_;in Akademisyenler: Yurt Disinda Yasayan ve KHK ile ihrag
Edilmis Akademisyenlerin Ugradigi Hak lIhlalleri, 27 Kasim 2020, https://tihvakademi.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/11/BAK_Guncel_Durum_Raporu_Kasim_2020.pdf, p. 8.
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defined by the 301* article of the Turkish Penal Code; and the said
expressions remain outside of the ‘freedom of expressing and pub-
lishing thoughts as well as the freedom of science and art’ defined
in the Constitution, and those expressions cannot be qualified as
expressing thought and ultimately they are not objective, being
rather provocative. For these reasons, we refuse to give equiva-
lence to this dissertation.” With this decision, the Inter University
Board takes the place of the legal courts having the authority to

judge and convict academicians.*®

THE RIGHTS VIOLATIONS REGARDING WITH THE APPOINTMENT OF ACADEMIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE

PERSONNEL

On 28 April 2020, a bill including changes in the regulation of permanent teach-
ing staff was published in the Official Gazette.* The said bill gives the authority to
determine universities’ staff needs directly to the University Management Board
dependent on the rector who will be appointed by the President. The obligation
in the former regulation for the demand of the heads of the departments and
their boards has been removed, and it is now changed to “taking their opin-
ions.” This modification strips the heads of the departments, sub-departments,
the boards of the faculties and the senate from their authority and renders them
ineffective. In the new context, the University Management Board and the rector
can manage the permanent staff planning as they wish, without seeking the de-
mands of the departments.

When one looks at the rights violations covered in the media in 2020, one can
see that on the top of the list are the irregularities that the rectors appointed
directly by the President have committed in recruiting the permanent staff; in
particular, the “customized” academic position announcements “specific to a
given person” which have breached many rights.

Below are the news stories regarding the academic position announcements
and staff recruitments as well as the contents of those announcements and the

irregularities that occurred. While the contents of some news stories will be giv-

48 Ibid. p. 8-9.

49 Resmi Gazete: “Devlet Yuksekdgretim Kurumlarinda Ogretim Elemani Norm Kadrolarinin Belirlenmesi-
ne ve Kullanilmasina lliskin Yonetmelikte Degisiklik Yapilmasina Dair Yonetmelik”, https:/www.resmigazete.
gov.tr/eskiler/2020/04/20200428-6.htm
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en in details, others will only be listed.

I In spite of the warning of the Higher Education Council (YOK)
regarding “the additional clause defining the person,” many uni-
versities published academic position announcements in which it
is clearly understood that only one person has the qualifications
required and thus only that person has the right to apply. There-
fore, a lot of academicians, specialized in related area, become
deprived of their legal right to apply for those positions.*

M Corum Hitit Universitesi published an academic position an-
nouncement specific to a person, stating that only s/he carries the

qualifications required.>*

 Sirnak Universitesi published an academic position an-
nouncement, specifying the dissertation subjects as the criteria
for application.”*

[/ According to certain news stories, the University of Health
Sciences published an illegitimate announcement for the recruit-
ment of permanent staff and the Ankara Chamber of Physicians
opposed this announcement considering it “customized.” The ob-
jectors also claimed that “in the 407 academic position announce-
ments published in the Official Gazette, it is not clear according
to what criteria and for what needs these announcements were

made, since the process they followed is not transparent.”>

50 Aranan Ozel sartlar ‘pes’ dedirtti! Fikra gibi Universiteler, https://www.gunboyugazetesi.com.tr/ara-
nan-ozel-sartlar-pes-dedirtti-fikra-gibi-universiteler-74340h.htm

51 Corum’un Universitynden Liyakat Ornegi: Bu ilanlara Sadece Bir Kisi Bagvurabiliyor! https:/kanal101.tv/
corumun-universitesinden-liyakat-ornegi-bu-ilanlara-sadece-bir-kisi-basvurabiliyor/

52 Sirnak Universitesinde ‘adrese 6zel’ kadro alimi, https:/www.evrensel.net/haber/404086/sirnak-uni-
versitesinde-adrese-ozel-kadro-alimi

53 ATO’dan kisiye 6zel kadro ilanina tepki: Kapatilan hastaneler icin kadro ilani yayimladilar, https:/www.
birgun.net/haber/ato-dan-kisiye-ozel-kadro-ilanina-tepki-kapatilan-hastaneler-icin-kadro-ilani-yayimladi-
lar-302611; TTB, Saglik Bilimleri University’nin yayimladigi kadro ilanina “kisilere 6zel” oldugu gerekcesiyle
itiraz etti: “Bilimsellikten, denetimden, seffafliktan uzak kadro ilanina itiraz ediyoruz”, https:/medyascope.
tv/2020/12/21/ttb-saglik-bilimleri-universitesinin-yayimladigi-kadro-ilanina-kisilere-ozel-oldugu-gerekce-
siyle-itiraz-etti-bilimsellikten-denetimden-seffafliktan-uzak-kadro-ilanina-itiraz-ediyoru/
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I An obituary published by Gaziantep Universitesi made the
subjects of several news stories because it revealed the kinship

relations at the said university.>*

 The rectorates of Pamukkale Universitesi and Munzur
Universitesi became the most recurrent news items with regards
to the irregular academic position announcements and appoint-
ments. In 2017, it was disclosed that the rector of Pamukkale
Universitesi Hiiseyin Bag published a position announcement for
his wife and appointed her to the secretarial office of a depart-
ment; following the news stories about this situation, the Higher
Education Council (YOK) opened an investigation on the rector,
and Mr. Bag was suspended.> During the investigation, it was re-
vealed that this rector had in fact simultaneously been appointed
to 22 posts including 16 deanships, directorships of 3 colleges and
2 institutes as well as a techno-city.>® In addition, during his term
of office as the rector, he appointed himself as the manager to a
company in which the university is a share-holder and in doing so
gained 11.000 Turkish Liras per month.*’

 According to another news stories regarding Pamukkale
Universitesi, the appointment of the nephew of a deputy as per-
manent teaching staff to the university was cancelled by the court
on the grounds that “it was not done in accordance with the rules

and regulations.”®

54 Vefat ilani Universitedeki akrabalik agini ortaya c¢ikardi, https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2020/gundem/ve-
fat-ilani-universitedeki-akrabalik-agini-ortaya-cikardi-6124148/

55 YOK Pamukkale University Rektérii Bag hakkinda sorusturma acildigini agikladi: https:/www.a24.com.
tr/yok-pamukkale-universitesi-rektoru-bag-hakkinda-sorusturma-acildigini-acikladi-haberi-40195449h.
htmI?h=0

56 Esine 6zel kadro agan rektoriin asil bombasi simdi patladi, 22 makami varmis: Sozci yazari Deniz Zey-
rek yazdi, https://www.yenicaggazetesi.com.tr/esine-ozel-kadro-acan-rektorun-asil-bombasi-simdi-patla-
di-22-makami-varmis-sozcu-yaz-294170h.htm

57 Eski rektor, kendine 11bin TL ek maas baglamis!, https://www.gather.com.tr/haberler/detay/eski-rek-
tor-kendine-11-bin-liralik-ek-maas-baglamis-/4413b557b695042eb8d40cedeeOb09f83

58 Kisiye 6zel atamaya mahkemeden engel, http://haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/OTkOODEyO-
TAMMSY1ODUwWNCYWJJE =?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174&sid=43836&subi-

d=585048&bid=1125149
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 The rector of Munzur University Mr. Ubeyd ipek came up in
several news stories with his irregular appointments. For instance,
Mr. ipek appointed a person who does not have an equivalence of
PhD dissertation as associate professor. Despite having commit-
ted many other irregular appointments, no lawsuit was opened
against him.”” In order to be able to appoint one of his fellow
townsmen to the Faculty of Sports Sciences, Ubeyd Ipek published
an announcement pointing directly to the said fellow townsman’s
PhD dissertation.®® In addition to these cases, the news stories also
claimed that the rector appointed the owner of fish restaurant
that he frequented to a post at the university; that he recruited his
brother and nephew without proceeding a just exam, that he allo-
cated only 2 or 3 professors to the management of all the academic
units, disregarding the other professors and that all these irregu-
larities had been disclosed by the syndicates and NGO’s of Tunceli,
the city in which the university is located.®* Moreover, the decline
the university had undergone during the Rector Ipek’s term of of-
fice was covered in the media as follows: “In 2018, because no stu-
dents are admitted, several departments attached to the Faculty of
Engineering such as Bio-Engineering, Environmental Engineering,
Chemistry Engineering, Geology Engineering, Metallurgical and
Materials Engineering, Mechatronics Engineering and Food Engi-
neering were closed. The majority of the 40 teaching staff mem-
bers of those closed departments were transferred to the Technical
Vocational School and some of them to other departments of the

university. The number of students at the Faculty of Engineering

59 Denkligi olmayan kisi yardimci dogentlige atanmis, http://haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/OTgzN-
zUzMTkmMSY1ODUwWNCYwWJJE =?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174 &sid=43836&subi-
d=585048&bid=1125149;

60 Munzur Universitynde adrese teslim kadro ilani, https://bianet.org/bianet/insan-haklari/235081-mun-
zur-universitesinde-adrese-teslim-kadro-ilani

61 Universitelerde liyakatsizlikte yeni bir boyut! ‘Rektdr balikgisini akademisyen yaptr’, https:/abcgazetesi.
com/universitelerde-liyakatsizlikta-yeni-bir-boyut-rektor-balikcisini-akademisyen-yapti-360234, 15 STK ve
Alevi 6rgiitii: Munzur University Rektorii Ubeyde ipek, sofériine, balikgisina kadro tahsis ediyor, cemaatleri
koruyor, Dersimlilere ayrimcilik yapiyor, http://gold.ajanspress.com.tr/extih/482330324/4/8CE18446-
F88D-EA11-BA55-001A6465F174; Egitim-Sen Dersim Subesi: Universitelerde Usulsiiz Atamalara Son Ve-
rilsin, http:/haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/OTgwOTUONzMmMSY1ODUwWNCYwJJE=?customer=a-
0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174&sid=43836&subid=585048&bid=1125149
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decreased with a rate of 65 %. In 2018, the departments of Econo-
metrics, Economics, Business Administration, Public Finance, Po-
litical Sciences and International Relations attached to the Faculty
of Economic and Administrative Sciences were closed. There is no
information about the teaching staff of those closed departments.
According to some news stories, those staff members are still paid

regularly.”®

I The Rector of Karadeniz Teknik Universitesi (KATU) Prof. Dr.
Stileyman Baykal allocated his three daughters, one of his sons-in-
law and his nephew as members of the teaching staff at the School
of Medicine. The former rector of Canakkale 18 Mart Universitesi
(COMU) Yiicel Acer appointed his wife as employee to the Sanitary
and Culture Department and 250 academicians of this universi-
ty had some relatives at the university. The situations similar to
Pamukkale Universitesi can be found at Batman as well as Diyar-
bakir Dicle universities. The Rector of Batman Universitesi Prof. Dr.
Aydin Durmus recruited his wife and son as teaching staff members
to the university. The Rectorate of Dicle University’s Department
of the Personnel published in June 2020 two announcements for
the recruitment of two dietitians; however, at the official website
of the university, there was only one person recruited. Besides, the
person recruited, Sttheyla Betiil Topal, daughter of Mr. Giray Topal,
Dean of the Faculty of Education at Dicle Universitesi. Moreover,
Ms. Topal had only 70 points at the KPSS admission exam and there
were other candidates with higher scores. Similar cases revealed
at Gaziantep and Mersin universities. For instance, at Mersin
Universitesi, the wives of the administrative staff were appointed
as academic teaching personnel to the same university. The Rec-
tor of Mersin Universitesi Mr. Ahmet Camsar1’s nephew had a post
at the Faculty of Education. Finally, the wives and children of the
teaching staff at Sivas Cumhuriyet Universitesi won the admission

62 “Munzur Rektori’ne daha ne kadar misaade edeceksiniz”, https:/www.pembepusula.org/munzur-rek-
toru-ne-daha-ne-kadar-musaade-edeceksiniz/36244/pembepusulagazetesi
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exam opened by the same university.®

[ The Rector of Siirt Universitesi, accused of using the universi-
ty’s budget for his own luxury expenses, was forced to resign. The
said rector had also got his brother appointed to the university as
a member of the teaching staff.**

[ Harran University published an academic position announce-
ment specific to the daughter of the Dean of the Faculty of Educa-
tion. The work description was detailed in such a way to define the

Dean’s daughter.®

[/ The Turkey’s Pharmacist Union (TEB) denounced that Agri
Ibrahim Cecen Universitesi published a “customized” announce-

ment for the position of an associate professor.®

[Vl The Odabas Hospital attached to Van Yiiziincii Y1l Universitesi
published a personnel recruitment announcement whose admis-
sion criteria were specific to the daughter of Mr. Salih Akman,
Mayor of Van Tusba city from the Justice and Development Party
(AKP-the party of the government), and she happened to be the

only person recruited.®’

[ Dilara Yazgan spoke to the press about the injury that she
experienced with regard to the “customized” personnel recruit-
ment announcement published by the Odabas Hospital attached
to Van Yiziinci Yil Universitesi; she said “Even though I got 83

63 Nepotizm universiteleri teslim aldi: Rektoriin 3 kizi, 1 damadi ve yegeni ayni Universitede, https:/www.
cumbhuriyet.com.tr/haber/nepotizm-universiteleri-teslim-aldi-rektorun-3-kizi-1-damadi-ve-yegeni-ayni-u-
niversitede-1758345

64 Siirt Universitynin liks disklinl rektord, http:/gold.ajanspress.com.tr/extp/ OTYSMDY4ODAmMMS-
Y1IODUwWNCYwJJE =

65 Dekan, kisiye 6zel ilanla kizini 6gretim gorevlisi yapti, https://www.memurlar.net/haber/925140/

66 TEB’den kadro ilani tepkisi: Kisiye &zel ilan agmaktan usanmadilar, http://gold.ajanspress.com.tr/ex-
tih/479181367/4/321F25D2-DE8D-EA11-BAS5-001A6465F174 ; Agri Ibrahim Cecen University’nde adrese
teslim ilan, https://aptalist.com/news/117204/agri-ibrahim-cecen-universitesi-nde-adrese-teslim-ilan

67 Universite rektoriinden belediye baskaninin kizina siparis kadro, http://www.krttv.com.tr/gundem/uni-
versite-rektorunden-belediye-baskaninin-kizina-siparis-kadro-h46734.html
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points at the admission exam, I wasn’t admitted to the post that
I had dreamed about for years.” She also added that she asks the

authorities repair this injury at once.®®

[ Bolu Abant izzet Baysal Universitesi (BAIBU) published “cus-
tomized” announcements for several teaching positions.*

¥ When the claims that the irregularities occurred during the
PhD exams at Kocaeli Universitesi Faculty of Architecture took the
headlines, the rector reported that an investigation was opened

on the said exams.”

[ According to a news story, the academic position announce-
ments published by Adiyaman Universitesi for one of its faculties
and technical vocational schools contained some admission crite-
ria specific to certain persons and clearly against the principle of
equality defined by the Higher Education Council (YOK).”!

[ Birgivi Islamic Sciences Department opened just two years
earlier at Ege Universitesi and despite not even having its own

building, published 7 academic positions announcements.’”

[ Aydin Adnan Menderes Universitesi published an academic
position announcement in which the application criterion was the

subject of a PhD dissertation that defined a certain person.”

68 Van YYUde torpilli alim davalik oldu, http://gold.ajanspress.com.tr/extih/479938793/4/321F25D2-
DE8D-EAT11-BA55-001A6465F174

69 BAIBUde kisiye 6zel kadro agildi iddiasi, http:/haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/OTc4NzkQO-
TUMMSYTODUWNCYwJjE=?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174&sid=43836&subi-
d=585048&bid=874394

70 Rektorden sert tepki, http://haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/OTc4OTAIOTYMMSY1IODUwWNCYwJ-
jE=?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174&sid=43836&subid=585048&bid=1125149

71 Adiyaman University bir ilani daha sinirlandirdi, https:/www.memurlar.net/haber/927732/adiyaman-uni-
versitesi-bir-ilani-daha-sinirlandirdi.html

72 Ege University’ninkriteruygulamasimahkemelik oldu, http://gold.ajanspress.com.tr/extih/480436183/4/
8CE18446-F88D-EA11-BAS5-001A6465F174

73 Yine kisiye 6zel ilan, https://www.birgun.net/haber/yine-kisiye-ozel-ilan-316690




A @

DUNYA  KOLTUR SPOR  SOYLESI  YASAM FOTOGAT _ EN DE Q

¢ edilen akademisyenlerin yiizde 97’si kendisini
tiye’de giivende hissetmiyor

ki Akademisyenler (SAR), 15 Temmuz sonrasinda gdrevden ihrac edilen akademisyenlerin ylizde 97'sinin Tirkiye'de kendisini glivende hissetmedigini
zde 93'(i ise goreve donseler bile {iniversite ortaminda saldiriya maruz kalacaklarini diistiniiyorlar.

zzzzzzzz 00006

akarya Universitesi 'kontenjan
(andall’ ile calkalaniyor!

an [
ot o e ﬁ.'l‘.;.:.mi.!u i o s e R | TR D e T B S SRR R~ T T | e R R | e Tt re e e e e RN



ISMAIL BESIKCi FOUNDATION| MEDIA SURVEY ON ACADEMIC RIGHTS VIOLATIONS m

I It was claimed that each of 27 academic positions announce-
ments published by Ankara Haci Bayram Veli Universitesi was
drafted in details in the way to point to specific persons.” In one
of such announcements, it was stated that only the persons having
a PhD in the “Old Turkish Literature” shall be admitted for the uni-
versity’s Erasmus Coordination Office. In another announcement,
the admission criterion for the Project Coordination and Research
Center was to be “a graduate of the Department of Art Education.””

M Corum Hitit Universitesi published an irregular academ-
ic position announcement for its Department of Sports Manage-
ment indicating the criterion of “having a diploma of second-level
swimming coach,” even though the said department’s campus was
situated in the district of Bayat where there were no swimming fa-
cilities. Again the same university published an academic position
announcement in the Official Gazette stating that the candidates
applying for the position at the History Department of the Faculty
of Arts and Sciences must have completed their PhD’s at the “De-
partment of Medieval History on the life of the Vikings before con-
verting to Christianity.””

[ Giimiishane University published an announcement for two
academic positions for its Torul Vocational Institute, Social Ser-
vices and Counseling Department’s Social Services Program. How-
ever, the special conditions detailed in the announcement did not
give any possibility to the candidates with PhD’s in the area of
“Social Services” to apply for those positions.”

 According to some news stories, the close relatives of cer-

74 Bir  Universitede daha ‘nokta atis’l kadro ilani, http://gold.ajanspress.com.tr/ex-
tih/481037699/4/321F25D2-DE8D-EA11-BASS -001A6465F174

75 Universitede yine kadro skandali, https://odatv4.com/bakalim-yok-gerekeni-yapacak-mi-10122054.html

76 Hitit University’nde kisiye 6zel kadro ilani, https:/www.yolculukhaber.net/hitit-universitesinde-kisiye-o-
zel-kadro-ilani

77 Gumtushane University gecekondu atamalarina devam ediyor, https://www.memurlar.net/haber/924948/
gumushane-universitesi-gecekondo-atamalarina-devam-ediyor.html
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tain deputies, rectors and academicians were favored during the
admission processes. For instance, at some universities, those rel-
atives who scored lesser than other candidates in the writing ex-
ams were given higher points in the oral exams so that they could
be admitted even so. And the other candidates obtaining higher
scores in the writing exams were given lesser points in the oral

exams so as to be disqualified.

 Necmettin Erbakan Universitesi whose rector is the former
AKP (Justice and Development Party) deputy Cem Zorlu became
the subject of several news stories with the above mentioned ir-
regularities. The relatives of the university’s faculty members were
promoted even if they got low scores in the writing exams but
compensated by higher scores in the oral exams or interviews.
These news stories stated in details the names and the scores of

both disqualified and promoted candidates.”

I Mersin Second Administrative Court decided for the “stay of
execution” concerning an academic position announcement for
the recruitment of an associate professor in which the criteria

were targeting people who were not working in the related area.”

[ The Turkish Education Syndicate denounced that all the aca-
demic and administrative positions at Afyon Kocatepe Universitesi
were allocated to members of certain religious orders, communi-

ties, foundations and relatives.®°

I Konya Karatay Universitesi published a “customized” aca-

78 ‘Torpil’in adresi bu kez Konya Necmettin Erbakan Universitesi mi?, http:/gold.ajanspress.com.tr/ex-
tih/479007294/4/8CE18446-F88D-EA11-BAS55-001A6465F174

79 Mahkeme ‘MEU’deki Kayirmaciiga’® Dur Dedi, http:/haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/OTc2M-
DU2MjcmMSY1ODUwWNCYwWJJE =?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174&sid=43836&subi-
d=585048&bid=1125149

80 Afyon Kocatepe Universitynde idareci Ve Akademik Kadrolar Cemiyet, Cemaat, Vakif, Akraba Ve Es
Dostlara Parsel Parsel Mi Veriliyor?, https://www.afyonyerelbasin.com/afyon-kocatepe-universitesin-
de-idareci-ve-akademik-kadrolar-cemiyet-cemaat-vakif-akraba-ve-es-dostlara-parsel-parsel-mi-verili-

yor/59373
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demic position announcement for the recruitment of a lecturer
at the History Department, indicating that the admission criterion

was to have “a B.A. from the Faculty of Theology.”®

M The criteria for admission stated in the academic position
announcement published by Diizce Universitesi Social Psychology
Department corresponded literally with titles and subjects of the
M.A. thesis and PhD dissertation of an academician named S.S.%*

I Because the admission criteria stated in the academic po-
sition announcement published by Adiyaman Universitesi corre-
sponded with the subject of PhD dissertation of one of the candi-

dates, only one person had the right to take the written exam.**

I It was reported in the media that a motion was proposed to
the Parliament about the rector of Ardahan Universitesi regarding
with a series of academic rights violations at the top of which was

the irregular recruitment processes.*

I The Rectorate of Ege Universitesi modified the admissions
criteria in the academic position announcement for professorship
to the Faculty of Literature Department of Philosophy. Consider-
ing the departments most urgent needs, the Administrative Board
had determined the admission criteria as “having worked on the
Philosophy of Science and the Philosophy of Language.” However,
the rectorate changed this criterion to “having worked on “Philos-
ophy of Religion and Postmodernism,” disregarding the decision
of the Department’s Board. The only person having the criteria

81 Adrese teslim kadro ilani: Tarih bolimi igin ilahiyat sarti istediler, https://www.gercekgundem.com/egi-
tim/229629/adrese-teslim-kadro-ilani-tarih-bolumu-icin-ilahiyat-sarti-istediler

82 Dizce University’nde teze gore ilan! Sartlari saglayan bir kisi var, https://www.gercekgundem.com/gun-
cel/237162/duzce-universitesinde-teze-gore-ilan-sartlari-saglayan-bir-kisi-var

83 Rektor Turgut’tan kisiye ozel kadro, http:/www.sehirdebuhafta.com/haber/9135/rektor-turgut-tan-ki-
siye-ozel-kadro.html

84 Ardahanli Milletvekilinden Rektor icin Soru Onergesi!, http://www.kuzeyanadolugazetesi.com/ardahan-
li-milletvekilinden-rektor-icin-soru-onergesi/3276/
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stated in the announcement applied for the said position. The ob-
jection filed by Associate Professor Mehmet Kuyurtar, the Dean of
the Department of Philosophy, to the rectorate was rejected. Mr.
Kuyurtar then filed a lawsuit against the rectorate on the grounds
of the irregular academic position announcement and won the
case. The court recognized the validity of the Dean’s claims and
decided to cancel the procedure.?

 Several journals covered the story about the irregularity
in the academic personnel admission exam at Sivas Cumhuriyet
Universitesi that was brought to the legal courts. The examining
body accorded 98 points in the oral exams to a candidate which
scored lower than the other candidates in the written exams so as
to clear the way to his recruitment. Upon objection, Sivas Admin-
istrative Court investigated the case and decided to invalidate the
oral exams.? After this court decision, the exams were repeated
but the result did not change: the same person with the lowest
score in the written exams won the oral exams with the highest
marks. The other candidates claimed that the questions were giv-
en to the said person beforehand.?

I At the Middle East Technical University in Ankara, the ap-
pointment of the deans traditionally followed a clear-cut proce-
dure: first a straw vote used to be organized within the faculties
and the candidate having the highest vote used to be announced
to the Higher Education Council (YOK) by the rector for the offi-
cial appointment. However, in December 2020, the Rector Mus-
tafa Versan Kok wanted to appoint the deans to three faculties by

himself. Mr. Kok, appointed for the second time in the Summer

85 Mahkeme karari: Ege University’ndeki kadro sahsa 6zel, https://adliyekoridoru.com/haber/mahkeme-ka-
rari-ege-universitesindeki-kadro-sahsa-ozel-88807

86 Sézli sinavdaki usulsuzlik yargidan doéndd, http:/gold.ajanspress.com.tr/
extih/487395181/4/8CE18446-F88D-EA11-BAS5-001A6465F174

87 Usulslzlik yargidan donmistu...Ayni aday yine sozli milakatla kazandi: ‘Sinav sorulari verildi’ iddiasi,
https://www.veryansintv.com/usulsuzluk-yargidan-donmustuayni-aday-yine-sozlu-mulakatla-kazandi-si-
nav-sorulari-verildi-iddiasi
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of 2020 directly by the President, citing the COVID-19 pandemic
as a reason declared that he would chose himself the candidates
for deanships and send the names of the candidates to the Higher
Education Council (YOK).®® The former deans were appointed to
the two faculties by proxy and the Deputy Rector Mehmet Zeyrek
who held 10 different academic positions simultaneously was ap-

pointed by proxy as the dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences.*

Another practice that causes academic rights violations involves the proce-
dures of the equivalence that the Higher Education Council (YOK) should grant

to PhD dissertations completed at the international universities:

I The International Balkan University Northern Macedonia Law
School - the President of Turkish Grand National Assembly Mus-
tafa Sentop (an AKP deputy) is an honorary member of the Board
of Trustees — was declared as a university having the equivalence
recognized by the Higher Education Council (YOK) despite the fact
that the said university was not listed in the Student Selection and
Placement Center’s preference guidebook. According to the news
stories, in order to pursue graduate studies in law in the said uni-
versity, it is enough to have a high school diploma and pay 29.500

Turkish Lira per year as tuition fee.”®

I The President of the Higher Education Council (YOK) Prof. Dr.
Yekta Sara¢ declared that the students who rank in the top 1000
during the university exams and registered international universi-
ties “will be granted with the possibility for undergraduate trans-
fer to Turkish universities” due to the pandemic conditions and
that abusing this prorogation, in some places irregular transfers
were detected. Mr. Sara¢ confirmed the objections of a deputy who

claimed that “certain students who ranked in the top 700.000 or

88 ODTU’de dekanlik secimi tartismasi, https:/sol.org.tr/haber/odtude-dekanlik-secimi-tartismasi-18119
89 ODTU’de ilging atama, https://sol.org.tr/haber/odtude-ilginc-atama-21127

90 Yillik 29 bin TL'ye sinavsiz hukuk egitimi dénemi, https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/gundem/2020/09/03/
yillik-29-bin-tlye-sinavsiz-hukuk-egitimi-donemi ; Iktidar kendi ¢ocuklari igin Gniversite kurmus, https:/
www.habererk.com/gundem/iktidar-kendi-cocuklari-icin-universite-kurmus-h132998.html
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even 800.000 during the university exams registered in the School
of Medicine at the international universities and then effectuat-
ed undergraduate transfers to the private universities in Turkey.”
Mr. Sara¢ added that they wrote to the universities regarding with
those case and asked to cancel such registrations. However, he
said, “Once the registration was effectuated, the administrative
courts consider it as an ‘acquired right’ and cannot undo it.”** On
the other hand, the Turkish Union of Physicians insisted that those
registrations should be cancelled since “those unjust graduate
transfers are against the equality of opportunities!” They demand-
ed to “stop this labor drain!”*?

 In the report that the Higher Education Council (YOK) sent
to the Higher Education Planning, Evaluation, Accreditation and
Coordination Council (YODAK) in Turkish Republic of Northern Cy-
prus on 8 April 2020, it was stated that according to the results of
the YOK’s survey, from 2015 to 2017, 1893 Turkish students regis-
tered to the Near Eastern University and again in the same peri-
od 1854 Turkish students registered to the International Cyprus
University through graduate transfers, majority of which involved
forgery. However, the YODAK did not give any response to this in-
terrogation.”” When one considers that those students who trans-
ferred illegally to international universities coming back to Turkey
after graduation would have equal conditions with other gradu-
ates, one can see that the basis of future violation of rights is being

constructed today.

The fact that the rectors have become the only decision-making authority
paves the way to taking many decisions against the academic traditions and

91 YOK Baskani Sarag, pandemide yurt disindan Tiirkiyerdeki Universitelere usulsiiz yatay gecisler
yapildigini dogruladi, https:/www.haberturk.com/yok-baskani-pandemide-usulsuz-yatay-gecisler-yapildi-
haberler-2859224

92 YOK'’ten usulsiiz yatay gecislerle ilgili iiniversitelere uyari: kayitlari silin, http:/haberci.ajanspress.com.
tr/pad/press/OTkwNJEANZEMMSY1ODUWNCYwJJE =?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f17
48&sid=438368&subid=585048&bid=874394

93 YOK sordu, YODAK HASIRALTI ettil.., https://aptalist.com/news/154842/yok-sordu-yodak-hasiralti-etti
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renders the unlawful practices a matter of routine. In what follows is a list of all
the academic rights violations committed in this framework and covered by the
media:

I An objection made to the Higher Education Council (YOK) re-
garding with the appointment of an academician who was accused
of plagiarism remained unanswered for ten years and finally, upon
the decision that prescription period was expired, the case was
brought to the Council of State.’*

[ The Rector of Sivas Cumhuriyet Universitesi Mr. Alim Yildiz
accepted the demission of the Dean of the School of Medicine Prof.
Dr. ilhan Cetin, his concurrent in the elections of the rectorate,
despite the written notices from the Higher Education Council’s

contrary recommendations.’

[/ Because the Rector of Batman Universitesi Mr. Aydin Durmus
did not effectuate the appointment of an academician who had
acquired the right to the associate professorship, the said acade-
mician fell ill due to the stress and died. A similar case at the same
university was reported by the colleagues of an academician who
had again acquired the title of associate professorship but was not

recognized so by the rector.”

[ The Senate of Istanbul Universitesi made a decision accord-
ing to which the students having a B.A. in any areas could pursue
their graduate studies at the Faculty of Law with the score of the
ALES exam and would be an academician in the same faculty. With
this decision, it became possible to have a PhD or become a lectur-

er in law without having taken any law classes neither in the un-

94 Rektor hakkinda YOK’te 9 Yil Bekletilen Sorusturma Danistay’dan Déndii, http:/gold.ajanspress.com.tr/
extih/482732554/4/8CE18446-F88D-EA11-BA55-001A6465F174

95 Rektorlik segimlerinden sonra rakibi olan Dekan’in istifasini aldi, https:/www.memurlar.net/ha-
ber/922232/yeniden-secilen-rektor-rakibi-dekanin-istifasini-aldi.html

96 iki vefat ikisinde de rektor Durmus’un timsah gozyaslari, http:/www.batmanyon.com/haber/29397/
iki-vefat-ikisinde-de-rektor-durmus-un-timsah-gozyaslari
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dergraduate or graduate programs. Hence it is most probable that
the quality of education will deteriorate at the Faculty of Law and
hundreds of people who deserve those positions will be deprived
of their rights.”’

I Another irregularity regarding with procedures not based on
the merit system at the faculties of law involves the appointment
process of the deans. According to news stories, among the 73
faculties of law at the nation-wide universities, 29 of them were
headed by the deans appointed by proxy and 17 of them headed by
the deans that did not have any degrees in law. Half of the deans
presiding over the faculties of law were veterinarians, chemists or

theologians.”

I A news story criticized the fact that academicians without
any qualifications in law were appointed to the faculties of law
while the contingent of faculties of theology was increased 192%

in within the last 10 years.”

I A complaint was filed to the Presidency’s Directorate of Com-
munications (CIMER) regarding with a PhD defense jury at Arda-
han Universitesi that was allegedly not constituted according to
the rules. Despite this complaint, the student passed the said jury
and got his title of doctorate, and the administration tried to give
him a position at the university, sending written notices to the
departments to hire this person who did not have the required

qualifications as a lecturer.'®

97 Sevilay Yilman isyan etti: Tam bir skandal! Yaziklar olsun!, https:/www.gercekgundem.com/egi-
tim/212703/sevilay-yilman-isyan-etti-tam-bir-skandal-yaziklar-olsun

98 Dekani hukukgu olmayan hukuk fakdilteleri, https://www.birgun.net/haber/dekani-hukukcu-olmayan-hu-
kuk-fakulteleri-320687

99 Tarikat baskisi kontenjan arttiriyor, http:/gold.ajanspress.com.tr/extp/OTY4ODMOMDgmMSY10-

DUWNCYwJJE=
100 Ardahan Universitynde Kanun ve Yonetmeliklere Uygun Olarak Yapilmayan Tez Uygulamasi CIMER’e
Tasindi, https://www.beyazgundem.com/genel/ardahan-universitesinde-garip-tez-h987941.html
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M A corruption investigation was opened concerning Trakya
University at which, during the former rector’s term of office, the
irregular personnel recruitment was a routine, the students were
asked to pay extra fees during the registration and transferring
unlawfully to the foundation of the university the promotions of
the contracted bank where the salaries of the university personnel
were deposited. The Investigation Board of the Higher Education
Council (YOK) filed a lawsuit about the former and the present rec-

tors as well as some academicians accused of corruption.'*

[ An investigation was opened on Prof. Dr. Esergiil Balci who
works on the relations between religious orders and education.
Dokuz Eylul University where she was a faculty member justified
the filing of the investigation, stating that “neither the aim of the
research nor with whom the academician realized it was clear;
besides, it seems the researcher made her research without ob-
taining necessary authorizations.” Ms. Esergiil resigned, after giv-
ing her defense, declaring that “the things got worse in the work
environment.”'”> The research report that caused Ms. Esergiil’s
resignation was published in 2020.""

The fact that the merit principle is no longer applied in the appointments of
both the rectors and the teaching personnel leads to the prevalence of corrup-
tion in the academic production, starting with plagiarism. Below is a list of news

stories regarding academic merit and plagiarism:

[ 6 rectors appointed directly by the President in the state of
emergency period have only 3 publications in scientific indexed

101 Trakya Universityndeki Yolsuzluk Sorusturmasi Sonuglandi..., https:/www.edirneajans.com/trakya-uni-
versitesindeki-yolsuzluk-sorusturmasi-sonuclandi/

102 Prof. Dr. Esergl Balci: ‘Battaniyeden tahrik olan seyhler var’, https:/www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/
prof-dr-esergul-balci-battaniyeden-tahrik-olan-seyhler-var-176 5791

103 Tarikat arastirmasi yaptigi i¢in sorusturma agilan akademisyen: 1 milyon ¢ocuk tarikatlarin elinde, https:/
www.durushaber.com.tr/yasam/tarikat-arastirmasi-yaptigi-icin-sorusturma-acilan-akademisyen-h53775.
html
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journals while the other 3 do not have any articles published.'**

[ In an article published in 2020 in the Higher Education journal,
it was claimed that the academic quality of the rectors in Turkey
was quite low according to the international evaluations criteria
and that the half of all the rectors had zero points in the H-index.'*
The University Ranking by Academic Performance (URAP) ranks the
universities by evaluating scientific research outputs of the rec-
tors in three years after their appointment. [...]. “According to the
URAP, the rectors of 32 top universities have around 80.5 outputs
in the database of the Web of Science. However, all the universities
governed by the unqualified rectors fall at lower ranks within two
years that such rectors were brought to office in both URAP lists

and in production of knowledge in general.'®®

[ 36 Rectors do not have any articles published in internation-
al refereed journals. Among those rectors are former AKP (Justice
and Development Party) deputy Fatma Seniha Niikhet Hotar, a TV
preacher Nihat Hatiopoglu and the star of TV programs blessing
the party in power (AKP) Yasar Hacisalihoglu.'”’

[ Duplication was revealed in a journal belonging to the Sci-
entific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK).
TUBITAK prevented access to the said article and filed a crime re-
port to the Higher Education Council (YOK). After three years, the

104 Universiteler Nereye? Liyakati Hice Sayan Rektdr Atamalari, Baski Ortami ve Egitim Kalitesindeki
Dusus Artan Bir Kaygiyla Takip Ediliyor, http://haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/OTYyNjExMDgmMS-
Y1IODUwNCYwJJE=?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174&sid=43836&subid=58504&-
bid=1125149; Ozyegin University Kurucu Rektorii Erhan Erkut: Atanan alti rektoriin toplam makale sayis
3, dordi ise sifir makaleli!, https://t24.com.tr/haber/ozyegin-universitesi-kurucu-rektoru-erhan-erkut-6-u-
niveristeye-yapilan-rektor-atamalarini-elestirdi-alti-rektorun-endeksli-dergilerdeki-toplam-makale-sayi-
si-3-dordu-ise-sifir-makaleli-biz-liyakat-dedikce-makalesiz-rektorler-gelmeye-devam-ediyor,887158

105 Rektor segimleri ve liyakat, https:/bianet.org/bianet/siyaset/237232-rektor-secimleri-ve-liyakat. Ya-
yinsiz rektorler nereye?, https:/medium.com/(@ErhanErkut/yay%C4%B1ns%C4%B1z-rekt%C3%B6rler-
le-nereye-80d3dda376%e

106 Ibid

107 36 rektor var, tek makale yok! Liyakat yok, yandaslik var, https://www.patronlardunyasi.com/haber/36-
rektor-var-tek-makale-yok-Liyakat-yok-yandaslik-var/228683.




I KANUNU ILE 1.
YAPILMASINA DAL
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a1 = 40171981 tarihli ve 2547 sayill Yiksekogretim hanunui. a n sgkizinci fikrast
dirilmmstir.
E 2 - 2547 sayili Kanunun 24 incii maddesinin (a) fikrasina “takvime gore y..ua” ibaresinden sonra
imek Uzere “en az” ibaresi eklenmis ve (b) fikrasiun ikinci paragrafinin son cimlesi agafidaki sekilde
degigtirilmistir.
“Juri tyelikleri, jirl, degerlendirmeye esas alinan raporlar ve bagvuru sonpucu ilgililere elektronik ortamda erigime
agilir ve bu bilgiler, erigime agildig) tarihi izleyen beginci giin iflgililere teblig edilmis sayilin.™

MADDE 3 - 2547 sayill Kanunun 31 inci maddesinin birinci fikrasina birinci ciimlesinden sonra gelmek
izere agagidaki cumle eklenmis ve fikrada ver alan “Ggretim iye yardimeist™ ibaresi “aragtirma gorevlisi” geklinde
degigtirilmigtir.

“Meslek viksekokullanmn Yiksekdgretim Kurulu tarafindan belirlenen uzmanhk alanlanna bagvuracak olanlar harig
olmak dzere ogretim gorevlisi kadrosuna bagvuracak adaylarda en az tezli yiksek lisans derecesine sahip olmak gart
aramr.”

MADDE 4 - 2547 sayih Kanunun 33 iincii maddesinin (2) fikrasimn birinci paragrafina birinci climlesinden
sonra gelmek tzere agagidaki cimle eklenmistir.

“Arastirma gdrevlisi kadrosuna bagvurabilmek igin smavin yapildig yilin ocak ayiun birinei giinil itibaryla otuz beg
yasini doldurmamis olmak gerekir.™

MADDE 5 - 2547 savili Kanunun 36 nci maddesinin dginci fikrasinn dordiined ciimlesine “‘veterlik
kazannug olan™ ibaresinden sonra gelmek iizere “22/2/2018 tarihli ve 7100 sayih Yiksekogretim Kanunu ile Bazi
Kanun ve Kanun Hikmiinde Kararnamelerde Degisiklik Yapilmas: Hakkinda Kanunun 34 inci maddesinin ikinci
fikrasi kapsamindakiler de dahil olmak ilizere uygulamal birimlerde gorev yapan ofretim gorevlileri ile” ibaresi ve
beginci ciimlesine “ders gorevi verilen™ ibaresinden sonra gelmek tzere “uygulamal birimlerde gorev yapan ogretim
gorevlileri ile™ ibaresi eklenmigtir.

MADDE 6 - 25347 sayill Kanunun 44 inci maddesinin {c) fikrasimn ugincil paragrafinin son cumlesi
agagidaki sekilde degistirilmis ve paragrafa asagidaki ciimle eklenmigtir.

“AgIk dfretim dgrencileri, katk: payl veya ogrenim tcretini ddemeleri ve her dinem basinda kayitlanm yenilemeleri
kozuluyla bu siirelerle kisith degildir.™

“Agilk Ogretim sisteminde ist dste dort donem bu kosullan werine getirmeyen dgrencinin ilgili programdan iligigi
kesilir.”

MADDE 7 - 2547 sayih Kanunun 33 dnci maddesinin (a) fikrasinda ver alan “ve 33/C maddesinin birinci
fikrasimin {g) bendinde ver alan fiillerle ilgili olarak Ggretim elemanlanmin™ ibaresi madde meminden gikanlmg, (b)
fikrasimin birinci paragrafinda yer alan “elemanlari, memur ve diger personeline™ ibaresi “elemanlanna™ geklinde
degistirilmiy, paragrafa asagidaki ciimleler eklenmig, fikranin (1) numarali bendi agagidaki sekilde degistirilmis,
fikramin (2) numarali bendine birinci ciimlesinden once gelmek iizere asagidaki cimle eklenmis, meveut birinci
cumlede yer alan 657 sayill Kanundaki fiillere ilave olarak bu Kanun kapsamindaki kamu gdrevlileri i¢in kinama™
A7 “mama” seklinde degistirilmis, (2), (¢) ve (1) alt bentleri yiirirlikten kaldirlmis, (m) alt bendinde ver alan *,

ibaresi “veya” geklinde, “wveya bunlan kurumlann herhangi bir yerine asmak veya teshir etmek™ ibaresi
* teghir etmek yahut kurumlann herhangi bir yverine asmak™ eklinde degistirilmis ve bende agagidaki alt

F

e kurumlannda bridt” ibaresi “veva” seklinde, "657 sayih Kanundaki fiillers ;,;:3 ~larak bu
*u garevlileri igin ayliktan” ibaresi “Ayliktan™ seklinde degistirilmis ~Ze" = kten
“daki alt bentler eklenmisz, (4) numaral! bendinde wer alf S
vapan kb dgretim elemanlannin bulunduklan kadems
e ares] “wakaf yiiksekogretim kurumlan Ggreti
_ nden 1/30 ila I/8" seklinde ve “657 sayill K f
" in kademe ilerlemesinin durdurulmas ,rf

e’ geklinde degistirilmis, bendin f
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YOK declared “no need for proceedings about the authors since
there were not any definite and concrete evidence.” The Adminis-
trative Court ruled in favor of the TUBITAK and canceled the YOK’s
decision that “was not based on a competent board.” Nevertheless,
one of the authors of the duplicated article Prof. Dr. Bekir Siiha
Parlaktas was appointed as the deputy rector of Tokat Gaziosman-
pasa University. The other author, Prof. Dr. Fikret Erdemir, who
was the deputy rector at the time of the denouncement of the du-

plication, was reappointed to the same position.'”®

I Another example of abuse and corruption in the academic
production involves the attempts of some academicians paying
third parties to write articles for them that can be published in
international journals. A network creating fake websites through
phishing method by copying the source codes of international in-
ternet sites publishing scientific articles swindled around 50 peo-
ple with 1 million Turkish Lira. As a result of an operation realized
by the Van Police Authorities, the suspects were arrested.'” News
stories covered the analyses of this kind of corruption pointing
to the significant role of the attitude isolating scientific activities
from its social context and reducing thereby the academic pro-
ductions with the potentiality of getting points.'*

[ The secretary of the Education Syndicate’s Bolu Branch Mr.
Cihat Ozer denounced a serious plagiarism in the Higher Educa-
tion Council’s (YOK) website named as the Lessons for the Higher
Education Institutions (yokdersleri.gov.tr). The lecture notes en-

titled as “Public Economy” by Mr. Murat Cak uploaded to the site

108 Rektor ve dekan yardimcisinin ‘yayin sahtekarligr... TUBITAK tespit etti, YOK gérmezden geldi, https:/
www.veryansintv.com/rektor-ve-dekan-yardimcisinin-yayin-sahtekarligi-tubitak-tespit-etti-yok-gormez-
den-geldi

109 Uluslararasi bilimsel sitelerde makale yayinlama vaadiyle 1 milyon TLlik vurgun: Cogu akademisyen 50
kisi dolandirildi, https:/tr.sputniknews.com/turkiye/202009281042925715-uluslararasi-bilimsel-siteler-
de-makale-yayinlama-vaadiyle-1-milyon-tllik-vurgun-cogu-akademisyen-50/; Dolandirilan akademisyenler
buzdaginin goérinen kismi, http://haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/OTKINTMOMDEmMMSY1ODUwN-
CYwJjE=?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174&sid=43836&subid=58504&bid=874394

110 Bilim emekgilerinin sinir tanimayan sémdurisd,
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for the lessons of the Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sci-
ences Department of Public Finances was in fact almost identical
with Hiillya Kirmanoglu’s book, “The Analysis of Public Economy,”
except for the last two chapters. It seems that regarding plagia-

rism YOK does not even control its own institutions.'!!

[ The consequence of the opening universities without pro-
grams led to the deficiency of qualified teaching personnel.'** The
unqualified people appointed to the academic position had reg-
ularly committed plagiarism or had published unscientific and
even scandalous writings. For instance, Prof. Dr. Miicahit Dilek-
men of the Erzurum Atatiirk University Psychological Counselling
and Guidance Department wrote lecture notes for his students
in which he claimed that the reasons for sexual abuse within the
families were “having a 6-8 year-old girl in the family, impotence,
precocious physical developments of little girls which can be se-
ductive or the fact that the mother has to work outside at night.”**?

[ Due to the prevalence of the plagiarism in the country’s uni-
versities, the International Reference Institution left Turkey out-
side of its recognition.'"* In addition, the Turkish academia was
rated at the top three in the ranking of universities worldwide
with regards to suspicious/false publications.'*

V1 This situation caused also a serious decrease in the scientific

111 Akademik ¢iiriimede yeni adim: Egitim Sen Bolu Sube Egitim ve Yiiksek Ogretim Sekreteri Cihat Ozer,
YOK’e seslenerek bir kitabinin calinti oldugunu duyurdu, http:/haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/
OTU4AMTYXxMzMmMSY1ODUWNCYwJjE=?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174 &si-
d=58504&subid=8&bid=874394

112 AKP iktidarinda Universiteler, http://ozgurdenizli.com/akp-iktidarinda-universiteler-tahsin-yesildere/

113 Profesorden skandal ifadeler: Aile igi istismarda gocuk suclu gosterildi, https:/www.sozcu.com.tr/2020/
gundem/profesorden-skandal-ifadeler-aile-ici-istismarda-cocuk-suclu-gosterildi-5872102/; iktidarin aka-
demisi ve savunmasiz birakilan ¢ocuklar, https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/yazarlar/2020/06/14/iktidarin-a-
kademisi-ve-savunmasiz-birakilan-cocuklar

114 2002’den glinimiize AKP iktidarinda Universiteler: Bilimsel arastirmalarda geriye gidis hizlandi, http:/
ozgurdenizli.com/2002den-gunumuze-akp-iktidarinda-universiteler-bilimsel-arastirmalarda-geriye-gi-
dis-hizlandi/

115 Ibid.
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production, regressing thereby the position of Turkish universities
in the ranking list worldwide. According to a news story, in 2020 in
the world’s universities ranking list, only two Turkish universities
were rated among the first 500 universities.'"® Considering that
before the state of emergency period, we had 3universities in the
first 300 while we had 10 in the first 500, the degree of regression

can be better understood.'"’

 In an international report entitled Closing Academic
Space which investigates oppressive state practices in relation
to universities in more than 60 countries, Tukey is presented
(together with Egypt and Venezuela) as the three countries where

they detected the most extreme cases.''®

ACADEMIC RIGHTS VIOLATIONS CAUSED BY THE MANAGEMENT OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC

According to several news stories, some university administrators see the pan-
demic as a means of making economic profits and as an excuse for constraining
freedoms. Due to pandemic, some universities cut down the salaries of their ac-
ademic personnel while some others force their personnel to take a leave with-
out pay or to sign part-time job contracts. All these processes of cutting down
salaries and layouts happened after the Higher Education Council’s (YOK) deci-
sion according to which all the personnel working in both state and foundation
universities should have the same salary. However, despite this decision, the YOK
did not do anything to protect the rights of academicians. This demonstrates the
close relationships between the circle of capital and universities. Moreover, the
fact that such violations mentioned above could be easily and frequently done
despite the YOK’s decision points to the fact that the academicians are not con-
sidered as the subject of rights.

With legal arrangements, even the scientists working on the pandemic are

made to obtain authorization in order to be able to share the results of their

116 2002’den glinimize AKP iktidarinda universiteler: Bilimsel arastirmalarda geriye gidis hizlandi, http:/
ozgurdenizli.com/2002den-gunumuze-akp-iktidarinda-universiteler-bilimsel-arastirmalarda-geriye-gi-
dis-hizlandi/

117 Ibid.

18https://mkOrofifiga2w3u89nud.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/Uni-restrictions-rpt-final-Mar-
ch-2019.pdf?_ga=2.67960529.1176234814.1611172902-646860307.1611053777 , p. 5.
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research data. The academician-physicians working at university hospitals are
forced to work overtime, leaving no time left for their academic works. Besides,
they are not regularly paid for their overtime hours.

Within the context of “Online Education,” due to the lack of technical infra-
structure and psychological counseling, thousands of students who do not have
smart-phones or computers and internet access lost their rights to education.
Another right violation related to the online education regards with the payment
of academicians’ salaries. In addition, the assistant doctors working at university

hospitals suffer from many rights violations.

Below is a list of news stories concerning the rights violations in the context

described above:

M According to a research conducted by the students of Ankara
University, 65 students out of 100 experience anxiety disorder in
the pandemic period in which they have to pursue their studies
online. One of the primary problems that the students encounter
is the lack of internet access as well as that of computer; the stu-
dents demand that their needs should be met during the period of
the pandemic.'"’

M In the online education context, due to the decrease decided
centrally in face-to-face classes in the M.A. and PhD programs, the

quality of education will diminish seriously.'*

 The Higher Education Council (YOK) decided in July 2020 that
all the personnel working at the state and foundation universities
should have the same salary. However, despite this decision, many
foundation universities proceeded to lay-off with the pretext of

119 Korona viris ve uzaktan egitim psikolojilerini bozdu, https:/www.gazetemag.com/koronavirus-ve-uzak-
tan-egitim-psikolojilerini-bozdu/

120 Yiizde 40 uzaktan egitim kararina egitimcilerden elestiri: YOK degil, hocalar karar vermeli, https:/
www.birgun.net/haber/yuzde-40-uzaktan-egitim-kararina-egitimcilerden-elestiri-yok-degil-hocalar-
karar-vermeli-303412




Rapor: 'Turkiye'de akademik o6zgurluik ciddi zarar gordu;
kampuslerde korku ve otosansur yayildi'

ironew

pandemic instead of equalizing the salaries.'*!

[/l Okan University faculty member Levent Sevgi was first sus-
pended and then dismissed because he had criticized the foun-
dation universities that did not implement the Higher Education
Council’s decision concerning the equalization of salaries and had

not ameliorated the working conditions.'?

[ Mr. Talip Geylan, President of the Turkish Education Syn-
dicate, declared that due to the online education in the context
of the pandemic the salaries of the academicians and educative
personnel became problematic. He demanded that their salaries
should be the same as they were before the pandemic.'*?

¥l Many assistant doctors could get neither the payments for
their standby services nor any payments for overtime hours; and
when they objected to this situation they were threatened. An-
other reason of injury for assistant doctors covered by the media
was the postponement of the exams for completion of specializa-

tions.'*

121 YOK <Esit iicret> dedi, akademik kiyim basladi, https:/www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/gundem/2020/07/15/
yok-esit-ucret-dedi-akademik-kiyim-basladi

122 35 akademisyen Universiteden uzaklastirildi, rektor ‘glinlerce uyuyamadim’ dedi https:/www.durusha-
ber.com.tr/gundem/35-akademisyen-universiteden-uzaklastirildi-rektor-gunlerce-h51782.html

123 https://www.memurpostasi.com/talip-geylan-akademisyenlerimizin-ders-ucreti-problemleri-gideril-
meli-57418h.htm

124 Asistan hekimler adalet istiyor, https://www.birgun.net/haber/asistan-hekimler-adalet-istiyor-301193
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[ At some foundation universities, teaching personnel with dif-
ferent statuses suffered from several injuries such as leave without
pay, change of positions and salary cut-downs.'*

[l Some universities including Ege University'? did not pay the
additional payments that their academicians earned."’

I Altinbas University dismissed some of its teaching personnel,

using the pandemic as an excuse.'*®

1 After the Higher Education Council’s (YOK) decision to equal-
ize the salary of academicians working at foundation universities,
Esenyurt University dismissed 35 academicians, under the pretext

of the pandemic.'*

M A total of 300 academicians and administrative personnel
were dismissed by three universities. Hence the oppressions and
civic deaths started with decree-laws continue with neoliberal

politics.™°

M Mr. Ozgiir Goziikara, Board of Trustees member of Arel Uni-
versity, wrote a threatening e-mail to an academician who asked
some questions concerning the contracts in the new period, saying
that “Yes. You are wicked. I've got your message. Don’t worry, we’ll
teach you a lesson.” Mehmet Emin, the president of the Education

125 Okan University emekli profesorleri lcretsiz izne c¢ikartti, https:/www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/gun-
dem/2020/05/22/okan-universitesi-emekli-profesorleri-ucretsiz-izne-cikartti

126 Ege University’nde ek ders licretleri denmiyor: Biz bize yeteriz kampanyasina bagis iddiasi, http:/gold.
ajanspress.com.tr/extih/482542094/4/321F25D2-DE8D-EA11-BA55-001A6465F174

127 Pandemi sebebiyle uzaktan egitim altyapisiyla tamamlanan bahar dénemine dair bazi yiiksekogretim ku-
rumlarinda akademisyenlerin ek ders 6demelerinde belirsiz siire¢ devam ediyor! https:/www.turkiyeegitim.
com/akademisyenlerin-ek-ders-ucretlerini-vermeyen-universiteler-108521h.htm

128 Altinbas University emekgisi anlatiyor, https:/patronlarinensesindeyiz.org/2020/07/18/altinbas-uni-
versitesi-emekcisi-anlatiyor/

129 35 akademisyen universiteden uzaklastirildi, rektoér ‘giinlerce uyuyamadim’ dedi, https:/artigercek.
com/haberler/35-akademisyen-universiteden-uzaklastirildi-rektor-gunlerce-uyuyamadim-dedi

Akademik kiyim ve akademinin agmazlari, https:/www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/yazarlar/2020/08/06/akade-
mik-kiyim-ve-akademisyenin-acmazlari

130 Akademik kiyim ve akademinin agmazlari, https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/yazarlar/2020/08/06/aka-
demik-kiyim-ve-akademisyenin-acmazlari
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Syndicate’s Istanbul number 3 Branch declared that they would
file a lawsuit about such disrespectful attitudes toward academi-
cians.”! Arel University also took the headlines when its teach-
ing personnel started a petition on change.org denouncing that
their university did not implement the Higher Education Council’s
decision concerning the equalization of salaries of academicians

working at foundation universities.'*

] Eskisehir Osmangazi University Department of Dentistry pro-
longed, contrary to the rules of regulation, working hours of aca-
demic personnel until 9 pm. These academicians complained that
with this order they did not have time left for doing academic re-

searches, training the assistants and doing empirical classes."**

I Mr. Kayhan Pala, an academician at Uludag University Facul-
ty of Medicine Department of Public Health and a member of the
Turkish Union of Physicians, made a declaration on 21 April 2020
in a website concerning the COVID-19 pandemic. Afterwards, the
Provincial Administrative Board of Bursa Governor’s Office filed
a criminal complaint about the said academician, claiming that
“he misguided the public and caused the risk of a crowd panic.”***
When the file of investigation was sent to the rectorate of Uludag
University'” the rectorate decided to bar the court’s decision,
stating that “It is a usual academic practice and a Constitutional

right for a scientist to observe the pandemic, collect data, analyze

131 Egitim Sen’den Arel University’'ne ¢agri: Derhal oziir dileyin, https://abcgazetesi.com/egitim-senden-a-
rel-universitesine-cagri-derhal-ozur-dileyin-361143

132 Bazi vakif Universitelerinde denk iicret 6denmemesi 6gretim Uyelerince tepki ¢ekti, http:/haberci.
ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/OTg4NDczNjMmMSYTIODUwNCYwJjE=?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-e-
al1-ba55-001a6465f174&sid=43836&subid=58504&bid=1125149

133 Tirk Saglik Sen’den Dis Hekimligi  Fakiltesi tepkisi, http:/gold.ajanspress.com.tr/
extih/479751098/4/8CE18446-F88D-EA11-BA55-001A6465F174

134 Prof. Dr. Kayihan Pala’ya sorusturma!, http:/gold.ajanspress.com.tr/extih/472281263/4/8CE18446-
F88D-EA11-BA55-001A6465F174

135 Prof. Dr. Kayihan Pala hakkinda Uludag University Rektorltgu tarafindan sorusturma agildi https:/www.
cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/prof-dr-kayihan-pala-hakkinda-uludag-universitesi-rektorlugu-tarafindan-sorus-

turma-acildi-1749888




in 2020 SAL| Resmi Gazete Say|

YONETMELIK [

Yiksekapretim Kurulu Baskanh@indan:

DEVLET YUKSEKOGRETIM KURUMLARINDA OGRETIM ELEMANI NORM
KADROLARININ BELIRLENMESINE VE KULLANILMASINA

ILISKIN YONETMELIKTE DEGISIKLIK YAPILMASINA ;

DAIR YONETMELIK

B

MADDE 1 - /1172018 tarihli we 30583 sawvill Resmi Gazete'de vayimlanan Devlet Yiks. §
larinda Ogretim Eleman Norm Kadrolarinn Belirlenmesine ve Kullaniimasina liskin Yonetmeligin _i
' inin birinci fikrasimn {a) bendindeki “egitim ve ogretime baglamak™ ibaresi “egitim-ogretime basiam”
~debilmek” seklinde degistirilmisgtir. f
. MADDE 2 - Aymi Yonetmeligin 4 incli maddesinin ikinci fikrasimin son cumlesi ile besinci ve

1 azaindaki sekilde; ¢incd fikrasindaki “ve'veya bilim kurelunun uygun”, “doktora™ ibareleri suas{

kKurulunun™, "doktora ve dengi” geklinde; wedinci fikrasindaki "akademik kurullarin uwygun gormisi “:
site senatosu™ ibaresi “birim wonetim kurulunun goriisii iizerine iiniversite wonetim kurulu” ,;)
‘A‘-lri]mis ve dordunci ve altincl fikralanndaki “uygun™ ibareleri ile yedinci fOikrasimin son climles S

aden gikariimistir.
likra kapsaminda asgari kadro sayvist disindaki norm kadrolar, ilgili anabilim/anasanat dah ve bolim k°
sl alinarak ilgili meslek vilksekokulu, konservatuvar, yiksekokul, fakilte ve enstitd yonetim Kurulu
famr.”

“[5) Anabilim/anasanat dali ve programa Ggrenci alan onlisans ve lisans programlan ile biinvesine |

olmamakla birlikte servis dersi veren birimler i¢in dgretim eleman norm kadro sayis, anabi]im-"anasar"}
dm kurulunun ginigi almmak sartiyla ilgili birim yonetim kurulu karanyla asgari kadro sayisimn 1 /"
| belirlenebilir.” f

“[8) Yiksckogretim kurumlan, bu maddenin ikinci, dordinci ve beginci fikralan gergevesinde

‘kadro planlamalanndan bir sonraki yil ilan edilmesi planlanan kKadrolan dniversite yonetim kuru.

“ier vil Aralik avi iginde Yiksekogretim Kuruluna gonderir ve kendi internet sitesinde vayimlar.” "‘k

. TADDE 3 - Aym Yonetmeligin 5 incl maddesinin ikinci, d¢inci ve alinc fikralan asagidaki "uk

‘; AlSTir. J

12) Asgan kadrolar ile Yiksekogretim Kumelu tarafindan uygun gorulen norm dig! kadrelann kullamr f
dan gergeklestirilin. Ogrencisi bulunan birimlerin asgari kadrolarinda bogalma olmasi halinde asg:

1 temin igin uygun Kadroya ilk ilanda ver verilin.™” t‘

{3} Asgari kadro savist disindaki norm kadrolar, tlgili meslek yuksekokulu, konservatuvar, yiu 4
| ~ enstitil vonetim kurulunun g0rigi dzerine hniversite yvonetim Kurulue karariyla kullamilabilir.™ |

1i Cumhurbaskant karariyla her yil ilgili yiksekdgretim kKurumu igin belirlenen atama izin !

fagilam, ilgili birim yonetim kurulunun gerckgeli tweklifi izerine iiniversite yonetim kurulu |

e

—
—_

\DDE 4 - Bu Yonetmelik yayim tarthinde yurirlige girer.
ADDE 5 - Bu Yinetmelik hilkiimlerini Yiksekogretim Kurulu Bagkan) yiritir.

Yonetmelifiin Yayimlandif Resmi Gazete'nin

Tarihi Savisi
2/11/2018 30583

Yinetmelikte Degisiklik Yapan Yinetmelifiin Yayvimlandifh Resmi Gazete'nin
Tarihi Savisi

2/11/2019 30936




ISMAIL BESIKCI FOUNDATION| MEDIA SURVEY ON ACADEMIC RIGHTS VIOLATIONS m

the data and publish the results."*

SEXIST, EXCLUSIONARY AND DISCRIMINATING VERBAL ATTITUDES TOWARD UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

We have already mentioned the academic rights violations targeting the stu-
dents when we discussed the obstacles that they encounter while choosing sub-
jects of their studies. Here we deal with the rights violations threatening the
fundamental rights protected by the Constitution and international laws such as
individual’s psychological and physical integrity. The threats to the individual’s
psychological and physical being can be considered as a violation of education
rights, since they can prevent directly or indirectly the individual’s access to
education. Below is a list of rights violations caused by sexist and discriminating
words and attitudes that were covered by the media:

 During a live program on TV, the Rector of Anadolu University
Mr. Comakl realized that the battery of his cell-phone was dead
and said: “Now one has to take this around like girls. Damn it!”*¥’
Upon the reactions, Mr Comakl1 resigned citing his health prob-
lems as a reason.

[l The Dean of Gazi University Faculty of Science Mr. Orhan Acar
said during a video conference on TV that “In this way, we can see
the girls too, man. Hush!”**

[l A faculty member of Sakarya University Mr. Ebubekir Sofuog-
lu described universities as a “whoredom” in a TV program. The

Prosecutor’s Office opened an investigation on him."’

1 A professor working at Sel¢uk University was accused of hav-

136 Prof. Dr. Kayihan Pala hakkindaki sorusturma bitti, https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2020/saglik/prof-dr-ka-
yihan-pala-hakkindaki-sorusturma-bitti-6017770/

137 Sosyal medyanin diline dlsen rektor istifa etti https:/www.yenidevir.com.tr/haber/4335798/sos-
yal-medyanin-diline-dusen-rektor-istifa-etti

138 Gazi University Dekani Prof. Dr. Orhan Acar istifa etti, https://www.ntv.com.tr/egitim/gazi-universite-
si-dekani-prof-dr-orhan-acar-istifa-etti-orhan-acar-kimdir,kppBPObCqECe8Rn8juUnUg

139 Akademinin yiiz karasi, http://haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/OTk4OTIOMTAMMSY1ODUwN-
CYwJJE=?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174&sid=43836&subid=585048&bid=1125149
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ing offended one of his women colleagues by sexual assaulting and
then by blackmailing her.'"*® While doing a survey about the ac-
ademic rights violations covered in the media, we encountered
quite a lot of verbal harassment cases in relation to university cir-
cles. Since we did not follow the results of the criminal investiga-
tions opened about such cases we cannot evaluate whether they
were properly judged or not. However, we can observe a point:
the fact that such cases were increasingly covered by the media
demonstrates how the “right to education” protected by the Con-
stitution and international laws was violated directly or indirectly.
The right to education includes protection of the psychological
and physical integrity of all individuals benefiting from the insti-
tutions of education. The violation of this right and the impunity
of such violations should be considered as the acts preventing or

blotting out this right.

I A male faculty member of Ardahan University was dismissed
after he was accused of attempting to sexually harass some female

students.*!

I A Taiwanese PhD student at Hacettepe University suffered
from sexual assault at the gym and a lawsuit was opened. The
court decided that “the claims are too abstract” and released the
accused. However, the university administration fired the accused
that was the responsible of the gym, claiming that he had indeed

performed the sexual assault.'*

[ The students of Ege University Faculty of Dentistry filed a re-
port first to the university rectorate and then to the izmir Cham-

ber of Dentists, complaining that they were subjected to harass-

140  https://abcgazetesi.com/selcuk-universitesinde-korkunc-iddia-profesor-meslektasina-cinsel-saldiri-
da-bulunup-santa-356974

141 Akademisyen erkek ‘cinsel taciz’ sugundan gorevden uzaklastirildi, https://gazetekarinca.com/2020/11/
akademisyen-erkek-cinsel-taciz-sucundan-gorevden-uzaklastirildi/

142 Spor salonunda cinsel saldiri, https:/www.41havadis.com/haber/spor-salonunda-cinsel-saldiri-iddia-
si-h35875.html
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ment and insulting by their teachers. The authorities of the izmir
Chamber of Dentists declared that the accusations were serious

and that they opened an investigation.'*?

M Four female students of Trakya University Faculty of Arts filed
a complaint about the faculty member O.D. accusing him of talking
incessantly about sex. The Prosecutor’s Office opened a case of
“sexual harassment and misconduct in office” on 0.D."** and the

accused was convicted.'®

 An academician working as the dean of a department at Sii-
leyman Demirel University was accused by a faculty member of
performing mobbing and not paying employee rights and bene-
fits. The Higher Education Council (YOK) decided that it was a case
of “misconduct in office” and sent the file to the Council of State.
However, the accused was later appointed to Kirikkale University
as a dean, instead of being suspended.'*

[ Associate Professor Mr. Serkan Hacicaferoglu working at the
Recep Tayyip Erdogan University (RTEU) was accused of harass-
ment and deliberately giving low grades to female students. The
latter filed a complaint to the Higher Education Council (YOK),
the Prosecutor’s Office and the Administrative Board of the RTEU.
However, the Rectorate of the RTEU appointed the accused as the
dean of a department and sent an answer to the complaining stu-
dents, declaring “Upon the completion of the disciplinary investi-
gation opened on Associate Professor Serkan Hacicaferoglu, it was

decided that there was not any reason for a disciplinary action

143 Ege University’nde skandal blyiyor!, https:/www.16haber.com/genel/ege-universitesi-nde-skan-
dal-buyuyor-h13303.html

144 Akademik tacizde sona dogru, http:/haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/MTAWMDI2OTIwJ{Em-
NTgIMDQmMMCYx?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174&sid=43836&subid=58504&-
bid=1125149

145 Taciz davasina 55 ay, http:/www.edirnehaber.org/haber/43016/taciz-davasina-55-ay.html
146 Isparta’da siirgiin, Kirikkale’de dekan!, http:/www.mansetgazetesi.net/haber/ispartada-surgun-kirikka-

lede-dekan-18844.html
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against him.”'"’

[V At Trakya University, during an online education class, a stu-
dent said that some of their friends did not have computers. And
the teacher responded as follows: “You have to fulfill minimum
conditions. If you don’t have computer, you can’t take the exams.
As a matter of fact, not everybody has to get higher education any-

way. 148

[ When the students entered the website of the Student Loans
and Dormitories Institution to fill an application, they encountered
two questions. First: “Are you a member of Youth Center?” And the
second: “Are you a member of Young Volunteer’s Platform?” These
questions were interpreted as the explicit confirmation of favorit-

ism in the distribution of student loans.'*°

M It was claimed that the rules regarding the admission of stu-
dents from abroad defined by Higher Education Council (YOK) reg-
ulations were infringed. For instance, Sakarya University admin-
istration was accused of charging money from foreign students
as “donation” and the YOK opened an investigation on the said

university."°

147 Recep Tayyip Erdogan University’nde hakkinda taciz iddialari bulunan akademisyen bolim baskanligina
atandi, http:/gold.ajanspress.com.tr/extih/491614048/4/321F25D2-DE8D-EA11-BAS55-001A6465F174

148 Ogrencinin Herkesin Bilgisayari Yok» Soziine Akademisyenden Cevap: (Herkes Universite Mezunu
Olacak Diye Bir Sey Yok»; https:/onedio.com/haber/ogrencinin-herkesin-bilgisayari-yok-sozune-
akademisyenden-cevap-herkes-universite-mezunu-olacak-diye-bir-sey-yok-944912; Akademisyenler ya-
nitladi: Herkes okumak zorunda degil mi?, https://sol.org.tr/haber/akademisyenler-yanitladi-herkes-oku-
mak-zorunda-degil-mi-21255

149 Torpili resmilestirdiler, http:/haberci.ajanspress.com.tr/pad/press/OTg4MzQONzgmMSY1ODUwN-
CYwJjE=?customer=a0f69adf-dd8d-eall-ba55-001a6465f174 &sid=43836&subid=58504&bid=1125149

150 Sakarya University ‘kontenjan skandal’ ile calkalaniyor!, http:/gold.ajanspress.com.tr/ex-
tih/485867048/4/8CE18446-F88D-EA11-BA55-001A6465F174
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EVALUATION

The reasons behind the academic rights violations which occurred in 2020
were the authoritative understanding that limits expression of thoughts by the
threat of punitive sanctions as well as the arbitrary government of the univer-
sity administrators appointed directly by the President of the Republic, an ar-
bitrary government that was rarely subjected to statutory audits. The academi-
cians were afraid not only of losing their jobs but also their civil rights they had
to censure themselves in their academic work, and as a consequence of this, the
academic production was seriously damaged. Their subjects of research were
limited and the number of scientific publications severely decreased. The poli-
cies of employment and promotion are determined by the personal relations and
affinity with the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP), not in the recog-
nition at all of their scientific capacities and traditional academic advancement
procedures thereby resulting in the loss of academic standards. The occurrence
of plagiarism in academic publication has enormously increased and Turkish
universities became notorious in international academia with regard to plagia-
rism. The university administrators totally disregard the legal and administra-
tive regulations that guarantee the use of fundamental rights and adopt an arbi-
trary attitude, particularly in publishing the academic position announcements
that caused serious rights violations. Universities have lost their autonomy, and
this led to the loss of quality in academic production due to corruption in the

arbitrary government.
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